
DATES AHEAD: 

 

April 

6 Women’s Outreach  

16 Easter Sunday 

22 Ladies’ Spring Luncheon 

 

May 

4 Women’s Ourtreach 

10 Last AWANA 

14 Mother’s Day 

29 Memorial Day 

   

June 

18 Father’s Day 

 

April Birthdays 
 

17 Kendon Leet 

17 Kadon Leet 

23 Candie Courtney 
 

May Birthdays 
 

2 Kensie Leet  

8 Bob Belanger 

9 Molly Guy 

12 Josh Dean 

16 Pat Courtney 

19 Jackie Hill 

20 Hannah Englen 

21 Tom Keosababian 

23 Ian Guy 

 
June Birthdays 

 

2 Dolores Joyce 

4 Bill Zimmerman 

9 Bud Combe 

11 Janet Combe 

11 Leta Neiderheiser 

16 Jerry Dietrick 

16 Parker Reardon 

18 George Butcher 

19 Sarah Englen 

21 Darius Englen 

28 Jessie Leet 

NEWSBREAK 

Praying for Godly Leadership 

 One year ago in this quarter of the Newsbreak there was a call to pray for the Lord to direct His lead-

ership here at ACC in the pursuit of it’s next main teaching elder/pastor. Let’s think together through the bibli-

cal leadership structure that the Lord has provided for His Church, as we regularly pray for Him to continue in 

raising up godly leaders, in the form of elders and deacons. 

 The two offices delineated in Scripture are those of elders and deacons (1 Tim 3:1-15; Phil 1:1). In 

the first case, God has entrusted the leadership of His Church to a plurality of elders; those who are called and 

gifted by God, and not created by man (Eph 4:11; 1 Tim 3:1). Again, plurality is His ideal (Acts 20:17; Titus 

1:5-9). Recall in previous teaching venues how we’ve seen that elder (presbuteros), overseer (episkopos), and 

pastor (poimen) are used interchangeably to speak of the same office (see Acts 20, for example). They are to 

be marked by godliness and the ability to teach (1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Pet 5:1-5; Acts 20:28; Jas 3:1; Heb 

13:17). Along with teaching the Word, they determine church policy (Acts 15:22), ordain others (1 Tim 4:14), 

rule/teach/preach (1 Tim 5:17), exhort/refute (Titus 1:9), and act as shepherds, setting an example for all (1 Pet 

5:1-3). Often problems with elders come when unbiblical standards are applied with human wisdom and other 

worldly qualifications become the criteria, which leads only to disaster! As you continue to submit to their 

leading and teaching (Heb 13:17; 1 Cor 16:16; 1 Thess 5:12), won’t you be faithful to support in prayer for 

protection (Eph 6:18-19; 1 Tim 5:19). The surest way to scatter the sheep is to strike the shepherd, so brethren, 

pray for us! 

 The other “office” is that of deacons. Though all the saints are commanded and privileged with serv-

ing, these are the official servers, who free the elders up for the ministry of shepherding in the Word. Several 

uses clearly denote a specific office (Phil 1:1; 1 Tim 3:1-11). The emphasis on this office/role is character. As 

with elders, we must be concerned with the biblical qualifications on character. It is not just a matter of will-

ingness to serve in this capacity. They are called and gifted by God, and are marked by godliness (Rom 12:6-

8; 1 Tim 3:8-13). There is no inherent hierarchy between the office of deacon and elder. Deacons faithfully 

tend to the serving ministries of the church in order to free up the elders for the ministry of the Word and pray-

er (Acts 6:2, 4). 

 As you faithfully pray for the leadership at ACC, even praying for the Lord to multiply godly leader-

ship here, what else can you do? We have a fair amount of study in the past few months on spiritual gifting 

and serving. Remember that all Christians are gifted by the Spirit and are exhorted to serve. Thus, to not serve 

is sin. “At the most basic level, the Bible says that Jesus doesn’t have two classes of disciple; those who aban-

don their lives to His service and those who don’t. The call to discipleship is the same for all. Jesus says, ‘If 

anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever would 

save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it’ (Mk 8:34-35)…to 

be a disciple is to be a slave of Christ and to confess His name openly before others…The Great Commis-

sion…[is] the basic agenda for all disciples. To be a disciple is to be a disciple maker” (Colin Marshall and 

Tony Payne, The Trellis and Vine, 42-43). 

 

Serving with you in gratefulness, 

Pastor Parker 

Applegate Community Church 

18960 N. Applegate Rd 

Grants Pass, OR 97527 

 

 

 

 

 

April  Anniversaries 

7 Bud & Janet Combe 

 

May Anniversaries 

12 Jerry & Cari Dietrick 

24 Mark & Debbie Sosey 

26 Tom & Barbara Keosababian 

 
June Anniversaries 

20 Pat and Candie Courtney 

22 Mike & Dolores Joyce 

28 Darren and Margaret Goheen  
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New Baby! 
Congratulations Josh and 

Anna!  

Trayson Randall was 

born on March 6th.  

 

 

Easter Sunday 

Easter is on April 16th 

this year.   

Sunrise Service will be 

at 8am on the hill 

followed by breakfast 

in the gym at 9 and our 

regular worship service 

at 10.  

 

Come, bring your 

friends and neighbors 

to celebrate the Lord’s 

Resurrection with us! 

A special thanks to Adrianne for all her work for the 

music team! She’s doing a wonderful job on the piano  

and we appreciate her willingness to step in! 



New Website 

Our church’s website has been updated!  Take a peek  at applegatechurch.org .  It’s a great 

resource  with information on  events, sermons, and more! 

 

Jackie Hill’s Corner 
Women’s Outreach: 

The Ladies Spring Social is just around the corner!   Join us on April 22nd for lunch, music, 

and a message by guest speaker Judy Squire.  This year’s theme is ‘Tea and Testimony.’  .  

Women’s Outreach Meetings: 

We cordially invite all ladies to join us on the first Thursday of each month at 9:15 a.m.  Our 

meetings include: business to discuss, any project needing to be done. 

Ladies Bible Study: 

Every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. at the church. We’re completing our study in the book of Philipi-

ans  and will be beginning to work through a study on ‘Women in the Bible’.  All ladies are cor-

dially invited to join us! 

Baby Bottle Drive 
Through the month of April 

we will be supporting the 
Grants Pass Pregnancy Care 

center by participating in their 
Baby Bottle Drive. If you’d like 

to be a part, take one of the 
bottles in the foyer, fill it with 
change, and return it to us. We 
will be collecting all the bottles 

on Mother’s Day 

 

Stewardship Seminar! 

We will be hosting a 

stewardship seminar on 

April 28-29. Topics will 

include  14 steps to fi-

nancial freedom, Bibli-

cal connections on stew-

ardship, estate planning 

and planned giving. 

The new directory 
is coming! 

  
Consider using it 
as a way to pray 
for our fellow 
members. Since 

everyone’s 
picture is in it, 
it’s a wonderful 
help to remember 
people and prayer 

requests. 

 

AWANA UPDATE: 

 

Looking back as we bring this year’s AWANA to a close here in just a few short weeks, like most things 

in life we think “where did the time go?!” AWANA is a mid-week time of Fellowship for all of us adults, 

and a Fantastic Alternative for the Kiddos to the more Secular Activities that so often pull at them for 

their time in this day and age we live in.  
 

The group of dedicated Kids and Parents and Teachers we have are such an encouragement. I’m so 

proud of the parents who take time out of their schedules to bring their Kids to AWANA, as well as those 

Adults/Parents who consistently show up each week to love and teach all of them. Chris and Gary Rich-

ardson drive out from Grants Pass every single week, right after busy work days, to teach what is some-

times just a few Kids that are in their classes. Cari Dietrick has faithfully and lovingly taught Cubbies 

since the very day our family stepped foot into Applegate Community Church. Mike Joyce, Les and Jack-

ie Hill, and Leslie Saunders have been involved in AWANA at our Church since probably sometime in 

the Reagan Administration! Peter Guy, Owen Tribbett, Michael and Autumn Froke, Darren and Marga-

ret Goheen, Jessie Leet, Jackie Milsprice, Mackenzie Elmore, Jerome Guy, and Pierce Reardon have 

been faithful workers and helpers, and I commend them for their perpetual time commitment and love to 

the Kids they serve. 
 

The truth is that the AWANA Program has dwindled in size over the years, which is in line with pretty 

much all Christian-related extracurricular activities. I encourage the Adult Helpers to NOT get discour-

aged by the small numbers of Kids we have some nights. I am confident that the Lord has exactly those 

Kids and Adults coming every single night who are supposed to be there! Some of the most rewarding 

interactions are with fewer Kids. 
 

AWANA is also a lot of fun. Teaching is combined with Games and Activities, not to mention a very ex-

citing Game Time in the Gym! From our Human-Shaped Pinatas, to memories we can’t erase from Pa-

jama Night, to Fun and Rewarding Store Nights, this year has been one of great times indeed! 
 

As we wind down our year, it’s good to look back and evaluate areas we can improve upon. One that 

particularly comes to mind is better Outreach and Communication with Local Schools and Sister 

Churches, as well as other ‘Un-Churched’ Groups and Individuals in our Valley who have Kiddos that 

would benefit from being fed and/or introduced to the God of the Universe! There are a LOT of Kiddos 

in this Valley! 
 

We will have an end-of-the year meeting soon after AWANA finishes, and another ‘Prep’ Meeting be-

fore next year’s Program starts.  I am hopeful those meetings bring encouragement, ideas and honest 

feedback in what we can all do to better serve the Kiddos we have the Privilege to spend time with every 

week. I feel confident that we will be well-prepared for next year’s AWANA. 
 

Continue to pray for AWANA for the remainder of this year, and for wisdom as we look forward to next 

year. 
 

‘Commander’ Leet 


